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PRESS RELEASE: July 22, 2026 

County Finds $390,000 in Undisclosed Donations; 
Assets Titled to Individuals and Kept Off County 

Books; Referred for Criminal Investigation 
 

 
Tax documents filed on behalf of the John G Atkins Foundation revealed 
that numerous donations to the Curry County Sheriff’s Office were reported 
to the IRS between 2009 and 2023, totaling approximately $390,000. The 
County has no record of these funds being received. Donations to the Curry 
County Sheriff’s Office are recorded and deposited into restricted accounts to 
ensure appropriate legal use of the funds. Access to large sums of donated 
funds must be granted during the budget process, and disbursements of those 
funds are always documented. 
  
The County has no record of funds donated by the John G. Atkins Foundation. 
  
According to Foundation records provided to the County, the donated funds 
were used to purchase vehicles that are titled to individuals, specifically 
former Sheriff John Bishop and current Sheriff John 
Ward.  Miscellaneous equipment is reported that cannot be located, along with 
a permanent building located at John Ward’s residence. The attached records 
show that during the tenure of former Sheriff John Bishop, approximately 
$75,000 identified on publicly available 990 tax forms as donations by the 
Foundation to Curry County were used for the following: 
 
● A 22-foot jet boat ($28,000) and Honda boat motor ($3,000)  
● A 6-foot grill and 9-foot grill trailer with accessories ($8,681) 
● A 2013 Polaris RZR ($18,399) and accessories ($1,736), not titled to 

the County 
● A retirement party, including DJ, custom cake, dinners, and tent 

($15,033) 
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Bishop retired in 2014 and became Executive Director of the Oregon State 
Sheriffs Association. In 2019, he pleaded guilty to First-Degree Theft in 
connection with the embezzlement of funds from that association. 
 
During the tenure of current Sheriff John Ward, who was appointed in 2014, 
Foundation records show more than $125,000 in purchases were made, 
including: 
 
● A 48’ x 36’ metal shop/ warehouse with a concrete permanent 

foundation and electrical service, approximately $53,000 in total, built 
at Sheriff Ward’s personal residential property on Hwy 101, Gold Beach, 
OR 97444. County review found the construction permits were obtained 
by Ward in his personal capacity and paid with his personal check. The 
property assessment now includes the shop in the total value of Ward’s 
property, which increased by approximately $74,815 in real market 
value the year following construction. 

● A 2017 31-foot Cougar travel trailer ($29,880), titled to Ward personally 
● A 2014 Kawasaki Jet Ski ($11,199) 
● A 6x12 trailer ($3,396) and a 2023 Polaris with warranty ($28,500) 
  
The sum of the personal purchases made with funds donated by the 
Foundation exceeds $200,000.00.  More than $90,000.00 in donated funds 
remain unaccounted for without explanation. 
  
The County had no prior knowledge that the Atkins Foundation donated these 
funds to the Curry County Sheriff’s Office, or that these assets existed.  This 
was not the result of abstract bookkeeping lapses, these assets were not 
identified in County records, nor were any insured, which would be required 
for use of those assets during any potential official search and rescue efforts 
or for any Sheriff’s Office operations. 
  
These findings follow an investigation concluded in April 2026 concerning 
Sheriff Ward’s 2020 improper purchase, acquisition and sale of approximately 
$10,000.00 of county owned ammunition for personal use. The ammunition 
matter has been referred to the Oregon Department of Public Safety 
Standards and Training for further action concerning Sheriff Ward.  
 
The actions described above show a clear pattern and practice of using public 
funds for personal gain.   
  
The Board has repeatedly requested asset lists and inventories from the 
Sheriff. Those requests have gone unanswered for years, and in violation of a 
Curry County Circuit Court declaratory judgment. The apparent motivations 
and benefits of these unusual activities are well summed up in a recent 
investigative report by the Oregon Roundup. FBI wades into OR coast standoff 
- by Jeff Eager  

https://oregonroundup.substack.com/p/fbi-wades-into-or-coast-standoff
https://oregonroundup.substack.com/p/fbi-wades-into-or-coast-standoff


 
Speaking on behalf of the Board of Commissioners, Commissioner Jay Trost 
stated: 
“We have received documents that indicate that our current and previous 
Sheriff used monies identified on tax documents as donations to Curry County 
Sheriffs Office and Curry County Search and Rescue for personal gain both 
materially and financially.  (See attached documents.) As stated in a recent 
Oregon Roundup investigative report, these actions were planned and 
executed with full intention to not disclose anything to any Board of 
Commissioner or the community from 2009 to 2023. It is difficult to 
comprehend that corruption of this magnitude is possible at the local level, 
and we are dedicated to rooting it out. Questioning the integrity of those who 
were elected and sworn to uphold the Office of Sheriff is understandably not 
a popular process, but as we see now, it is a necessary one. It is clear now 
that the attempts to gain signatures to recall two commissioners, filing a false 
bar complaint against the County Counsel and refusal to follow the recent 
Curry County Circuit Court Declaratory Judgement were merely attempts to 
subvert accountability. We understand that although this process isn’t over, it 
is likely that more will be found in the coming weeks. It is difficult to grasp 
that the very individuals charged with keeping us all safe and who have been 
consistently telling everyone they have no money to do so, enriched 
themselves as opposed to improving the office they swore to uphold.” 
  
This matter continues to be under criminal investigation and has also been 
referred to the Oregon Department of Public Safety Standards and Training, 
Oregon Government Ethics Commission, and the Curry County District 
Attorney for Brady Law considerations. The County will be seeking civil 
remedies to restore and protect the public’s interests. 
  
The following links are to recent Oregon Roundup coverage of this matter: 
Sheriff Privately Owns Shop and RV was Donated to his Public Office 
FBI wades into OR coast standoff - by Jeff Eager  
Sheriff privately owns building, RV donated to his office 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Curry County Board of 
Commissioners at BOC_Office@CurryCountyOR.gov. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/live/V_1eIeXVg-8
https://oregonroundup.substack.com/p/fbi-wades-into-or-coast-standoff
https://www.youtube.com/live/V_1eIeXVg-8
mailto:BOC_Office@CurryCountyOR.gov
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